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Lauren Buerk

Myname is LaurenBuerk, I am13yearsold and I have
been figure skating since Iwas5 years old. I am1of 5
and 1 of 40 grandchildren. My older cousin skated
when shewasmyage andwhen Iwas trying to figure
out"whatdoIwant todo,whatdoIwantmy"thing"to
be, my one sport?" I decided to try skating. I started
taking group classes and quickly found that hockey
dominated the ice so I found thatmyparents traveled
where there was open ice time. My parents found a
coachsince it seemed that iswhat I needed togetone
onone. I took lessonsandstartedtocompeteandthat
led to testing. I found that I was waking up before
schooltoskateandrealizedI think Iwasburningoutso
I askedmy coach andparents if I can scale back. They
havealwayssupportedmeand"followedmytimeline,"
wescaledbackincompetingbecauseIfeltthatwasalot
ofpressure.Mycoachbelievedinmeand"pushed"me
evenwhen I requestedon"myterms"butnow I found
that I love skating so much I joined a competitive
synchronizationteamanhourawayfromwhereI live. I
hope that one day I can completemy testing to teach
one day and skate on a team in college. My mom
alwaystoldme,"noteveryonecanjustskate, this isgift,
embrace it" and that I have! Thank you tomy amazing
parents and my amazing patient instructor, Coach
Danielle.

PhotographersCredits:TaraDziennyPhotography
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Palm Beach Blades Synchronized Skating Team

ThePalmBeachBladesSynchronized
Skating Team is the largest, fastest
growingsynchronizedskatingteamin
the South Florida area. Based out of
the Palm Beach Skate Zone in Lake
Worth,FLtheprogramiscomprisedof
six teams including the ONLY ALL
BOYSteamintheUnitedStates.

The teams have competed
throughout the state and performed
in various exhibitions including the
Ice Dreams Olympic Tour, and the
Make AWish Foundation's 'Nicole on
Ice'.

Theskatersenjoyskatingwithfriends
and working together as a team to
achievetheirgoals.

AveryPye,age6andamemberofthe
Snowplow Sam Team loves synchro
because "its fun learning and skating
withmyfriends".

Tesla Steitz, age 9 and a member of
theAspirePrePreliminary teamloves
"performingwith friends" but admits
in challenging at times "for everyone
to do the same moves at the same
exacttime".

Danielle Chityat, age 10 and a
member of the Preliminary team
statesherbiggest challenge is "being
a leftyskaterandhavingto learnhow
todoall themovesasarighty likethe
restoftheteam".

KailiRus,age16andamemberofthe
OpenJuvenileteamhashersightsset
onthefuture.Shestateshergoal is to
"join a collegiate synchro team". She
says some of her greatest
accomplishments as a skater include
competing andbeing successfulwith
hersynchroteam.

We can't wait to see what the future
hasinstoreforthePalmBeachBlades!

PhotographersCredits:LaurenPye
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Valeria Yushkevich

I’ve been skating ever since I can
walk. It’sall I’veeverknowntodo. I
havegottensomanyopportunities
with skating like competing at
countless national competitions
andaswell as skatingonbehalf of
Team USA at the international
theater on ice competition in
France. With the competition
season almost non existent in

2020 due to COVID, I thought for
sure I was done competing. But
National Showcase was in Aug. of
this year and I had entered 5
programs and found my love for
competingagain.

Photographers Credits: Melanie
Heaney
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Alayna Graf

My dream is to become a
college hockey player. I know
that I have the intelligence, skill
anddrivetomakeithappen.
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Brenna Crosby

Someday I would like to play
college hockey for aD-1 school.
Iamin9thgrade,butIletteredas
a varsity hockey player for my
high school team in8thgrade. I
love hockey—it makes me
happy. I love being part of a
teamandpartofour small town
traditionhereinmyhometown.
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Brooke Simonson

Brooke Simonson is an all-around
athleteparticipating in the sports of
basketball, soccer, running and her
favorite, figureskating.Skatingsince
she was 3 years old, Brooke has
progressed from the CanSKate
program, through Star Skate and
today is a member of the Skate
Alberta Junior Development Team.
Brookeattributesher successwithin
the sport of figure skating to the
support provided by her coaches
Tammi Chudak and Laurie Finney
who have overseen her
developmentforthepastfouryears.
Brooke's dream is to skate at the
Winter Olympics and with the
support of her coaches anything is
possible. The first stop however, is
the Alberta Sectional
Championships inNovemberwhere
Brooke is excited to represent the
GoldenEdgeSkatingAcademy.
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Gina Schreiner

Dream of being a great free skater. Tryin to relive my
skatingday’sgrowingupinthe70s.IhavefallenbutIdid
get back up and put that skate in and keep going I’ve
achieved many obstacles in my life being step on by a
horse and had a lot of trauma in my life but the roller

skateshasdonegreatwondersformetokeepmeinspire
Iwatcha lotof videosand readuponmy fav skaterson
InstagramandIwannabeabletodoallthedancingtricks
I loverollerskatesandmyrollerskatingkeepsmehappy
andinspiresmetostriveformore
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Hope Reitler

Hockey!!HelovethegameofHockey!
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Kasturi

Rollerskating is one of those things where
thejourneyisjustasfunasthedestination!

OneofthebestdecisionsIevermadewasto
do this in a country and city which was
completelynewtome.ThedayIdiscovered
thatIcouldcombinedanceandskating(two
thingswhich I love) together, itopenedupa
wholenewworldformewhichIdidn'teven
knowexisted!

I trulybelievethatthereasonithassomuch
potential is because it can be equally fun
doing alone as it is doing it in a group all
whilebeingveryaccessible.. andittrulywas
ablessingduringthepandemic.

Theamountof joy this hasboughtmeover

the past fewmonths is beyond what I had
expected. I made a ton of new friends and
every person I met was incredibly helpful
towards any new skater that they came
acrossandIhopeIdidthesameforothers.

One of my dreams is to travel around the
world and do city tours on skates while
meeting all the people I've virtually been
connectedwithuntilnow!

Although every new move that I learn on
skates is an achievement in itself, the
notable and unforgettable ones will
definitely include being part of a music
video and being published in a skating
magazine(*winkwink*)
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Willie Armstrong

SkatinghasalwaysbeenaweeklypriorityofminesinceI
waslegit5yrsold.I’vebeenskatingfor20yearsandIlove
it now, just as I did from day one. Skating has kept me
humbleandoutthestreets,itgavemeaplacetogowhen
I need to relieve stress or go to a relaxing environment.
I’vemetsomeofmybestfriendsthroughskatingandmet
a lot of individuals I can call family through
skating...skatingmay not be as popular as it was back in
thedaybutthepandemicallowedforusskatersthathave
never stopped to show the world that skating is very
muchalivestillandhasevolvedintoanactivitythattakes
yearsofdedication to reach the levelsyouseepeopleat
on social media...I want to be looked at as a skating
influencertothosewhomayhaveonlytrieditafewtimes
orperhapsnever tried it beforebutwant toget into it... I
skate to show people that skating is a legit hobby that
anyone can do , and there’s so many styles and
combinationsofmovesandtricksyoucanputtogetherto

developyourownstyle..no2skatersarethesame,every
skaterhastheirownswaggerbutbeforeyoucandevelop
it, u must learn the fundamentals of skating and build
fromthat.MyTikTok:willdamngood,iswhereIpostallmy
skate content andwith each videomy goal is to inspire
someonetolaceupsomeskatesandhit thewood. Ipost
different combos, moves, spins, slides, etc. just to
constantly feedmy followers new things to try on their
next trip tothe local rink.Thepositivefeedbackandkind
wordsfromotherskatersandfollowersdrivesmetokeep
doingwhatIdo.HearingpeopletellmeI’veinspiredthem
togetoff the couchandget activewith skating is oneof
thebestfeelingsI’veeverexperiencedasaskater,thento
meet themand teach themamoveas Iwatch their eyes
lightupwhen theydo themove right for the first time is
the icing on the cake! I’m determined to do my part in
keepingtheskateculturealive
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